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All praise is due to Allah the Almighty, the Sufficient, and
greetings (salam) to His chosen ones. You have asked
concerning the Sufi way of setting up circles in the Masajid
(singular Masjid, Mosque) for the purpose of Dhikr
(remembrance) and particularly reciting the Kalimah: La
ilaha illa Allah aloud. You ask whether or not this is
disapproved (makrih)? '

Answer:

In fact there is no disapproval at all. Many Ahadith (singular
Hadith, saying of the Holy Prophet JS&&ijz) have actually
suggested that open dhikr is preferred (mustahab). There are
also those Akadith that justify silent dhikr. Both these views
are correct in relation to the varying nature of individuals.
Imam Nawawi 425 has put forward both kinds of Ahadith
in view of these differences. He has managed to bring
together both those Ahadith that support open recitation of
the Holy Qur’an and those that support latent recitation. I
will explain this point section by section. '

=
'@ { I\ I
i

A\

[}
"
Y,

‘./'7'
N

ik
e

é‘

7

N
%)
v,

PN
N%
1

=
0!

e

Kk

7
N

:
i

o
g

oL

"
%
v

‘Q'
\/‘)

)

Va

‘\ o
N7
§

f

—
b A IS Lo cnat Ot

é—‘l‘i—lﬂt-glwg {
>




I

< ‘@) i ‘?

’
ANZNTAT

OX =

5\

5
)
e [

SR
"7""% = . & &5 > 0 C
PO

3

N/

N\
i)

’4\

N
u

GR

=

)

¢

N

o

Y7,

l‘.a‘

&

AN
/@\

Gty il 7 Kool

CHBIES

Uz Ltlg Aesel;

Ahadith which rightly direct to the approval of
Jahr in Dhikr with their clear context or
obligation.
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1. The Holy Messenger of Allah the Almighty zllfivﬂ?u'i’ﬂ-’- is
quoted on the authority of Abu Huraira &5 to have said:
“Allah the Almighty says, ‘I am towards My servant as he is

towards Me. I am with him when he remembers Me (dhikr). &;
If he remembers Me within himself, I remember him within \%?}
Myself. If he remembers Me in a gathering, I remember f‘t

»

him in a gathering better than it. i

TOTOD
- (Sukih A1:Bukhar V2, PT101) =

T

According to Suyati 2% dhikr (remembrance) done in a
gathering can only be aloud. . -
- (Al-Hawr lil-Fatawa hl-‘Allamah Al-Suyai V1, P389)
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- 2. The following Hadith is reported by Bazzar 245 and
 Imam Hakim 2475 in his Mustadrik. Imam Hakim 2475
classified it to be sound (Sahth). It is narrated on the
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authority of Jabir /2&l&% who said: “The Messenger of
Allah the Almighty JX5¥4E came to us and said, ‘O
people! Allah the Almighty has a group of Angels in force.
They descend and join gatherings of dhikr upon the Earth.
So graze well from the Gardens of Paradise (Riyad Al-
Fannah). We asked, ‘And where are the Gardens of
Paradise?” He JS5&4E replied, ‘Sessions of dhikr. So
occupy yourselves in the remembrance of Allah the
Almighty morning and evening.’”

- (Al-Hawi hl-Fatawa hil-‘Allama Al-Suyiin 2875 V1, P389)

Hafiz Mundhari 2%4% mentions this Hadith in Al-Targhib
wa Al-Tarhib, V2, P405. It is narrated by Ibn Abi Al-Dunya
JEiEs, Abu Ya‘la %S, Bazzar %4555, Tabarani Jedis
and Hakim %45, V1, P494. Baihaqgi %45 also mentions
it. According to Hakim &% it is sound (Sahih) in its
Isnad (chain of authorities) but the following words have
been added: “Look into yourselves. He who wishes to know
his rank in the eyes of Allah the Almighty should first look
into himself as to how does he rank Allah the Almighty?
Allah the Almighty grants his servant a rank corresponding
to his ranking of Allah the Almighty.”
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3. It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira 5 that
the Messenger of Allah the Almighty 558N} said: “Allah
the Almighty has appointed Angels whose sole purpose is to
wander around. They look out for sessions of dhikr

‘Qﬂi‘

)"‘\‘37'
e

{g:;:/' (remembrance) upon the Earth. When they arrive at a dhikr
A session, they join in. They spread their wings so as to cover
"> each other until they reach the Heavens. Allah the Almighty

asks them, ‘Where have you come from?’ They reply, “We
have come from a group of Your servants who are busy
praising You, glorifying You and exalting Your Name. They
pray to You and seek Your protection.” Allah the Almighty
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asks, though He knows well, ‘And what do they pray for? EYSS

N7,
I

They answer, “They pray for Paradise.” He says, ‘Have they :
seen it?’ To this they reply, ‘Our Lord, no.” Allah the ’ls:_i}\»
Almighty asks, ‘How would it be for them if they had seen Pz
it?” Then He asks, ‘And from what do they seek My

N
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protection?” Though He knew better than them. They o 4
reply, ‘From the Fire.’ He asks, ‘And have they seen it?’ %{1@,

&

They say, ‘No.” He continues, “What if they had seen it?’
Then He says, ‘Bear witness that I have forgiven them,
granted them their request and saved them from what they
fear.” The Angels beseech, ‘Our Lord! There is among them
a sinful man who just happened to join them out of the
ordinary.” To this Allah the Almighty replies, ‘I have also
forgiven him for they are such people that in their presence

no hardship is inflicted.’”
- (Sahth Muslim V2, P 344; Mustadrik of Hakim V1, P495)
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4. It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira and Abu
Sa‘id &%ils® who heard the Messenger of Allah the
Almighty 25532405 saying: “No group of people who occupy
themselves in the remembrance of Allah the Almighty are
left without being surrounded by Angels. They are
showered with mercy. Tranquillity descends upon them and
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Allah the Almighty mentions them to those who are close to %}’
Him:{i.e. Angels).? . = e L : Q:'(Aﬂi
- (Sahih Muslim V2, P345; Yami* Al-Tirmidhi V2, P173) li g
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5. It is narrated by Mu‘awiya /&&l%5 that the Messenger of
Allah The Almighty 555324 came across some of his
Companions and asked: “What made you sit here?” They
replied: “We are sitting here in order to remember Allah the
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Almighty (dhikr) and to praise Him.” The Holy Prophet \\;%%

5N said: “Hadrat Jibra’il (the Archangel Gabriel) ! \g
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7| is proud amidst the Angels on account of you.” L 1
g%%i - (Sahih Muslim V2, P346; Jami* Al-Tirmidhi V2, P173) &:33;
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%ﬁﬁq 6. It is narrated by Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri /2455 that the F%c
A Messenger of Allah the Almighty J&5EAE said: “Occu '
S ghty Py || A
il yourselves in the remembrance of Allah the Almighty ; &
" || (Dhikrullah) so much that they (the hypocrites) begin to call @
SIS you mad.” f
'C\ 2 2
‘f*"’\‘ - (Mustadrik of Hakim V1, P499; Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal
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7. It is narrated on the authority of Abu Jowza’ Vﬁ"mggf thati« }?;(
the Messenger of Allah the Almighty ZAS55ENE said: (:}::?
“Perform the dhikr of Allah the Almighty so much that the g
hypocrites say to you, ‘You are doing this for show.’” This S\
is a Mursal Hadwh (tradition). It is evident from this Hadith iy /€
‘and the one before it that they (the hypocrites) will only say ‘/;{i’;:\v
this when they hear dhikr done loudly not silently. b%%}’
- (Shu‘ab Al-Iman of Baihagi; Al-Hawi Ul Farawa il ‘Allamah Al- g
Suyin, V1, P390) : - .":’:'{é)
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8. It is narrated on the authority of Anas WM that the
>  Messenger of Allah the Almighty HEZENE said: “When you
pass by the Gardens of Heaven (Riyad Al-Fannah) graze
well from them.” They asked: “O Messenger of Allah the
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s replied: “Sessions of Dhikr”
- (Tubfar Al-Dhakirin P1 7; AR-Jami‘ Al-Saghir V1, P29)
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9. Baqi bin Mukhlad €458 narrates on the authority of
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr €455 that the Holy Prophet Pherpcnda
passed by two sessions. One of these were calling upon
Allah the Almighty in earnest. The other was seeking
knowledge. The Holy Prophet S54% said: “Both are full
~ of goodness - but one is better than the other.”
- (Al-Hawi Il Fatawa hl ‘Allamah Al-Suyart, V1, P390)
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10. It is narrated by Anas bin Malik J245% that the
Messenger of Allah the Almighty ZEZ5ELE said: “People
who gather together for the sole purpose of dhikr, not
seeking anything except the pleasure of Allah the Almighty,
are called by a caller (Angel) from the Heavens. He says to
them, ‘All of you are forgiven. Your bad deeds have been
replaced by good deeds.””
- (Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal V3, P142)

Tabarani %455 reports on the authority of Suhail bin
Hanzala &5 .
- (Al-Targhib wa Al-Tarhib V2, P404)
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- 11. It is narrated by Abu Sa‘id %55 that the Messenger of @;

Allah the Almighty J55EAJ said: “The Lord Supreme will A

WA

say on the Day of Resurrection: “I'hose gathered will now
know who the Akl Al-Karam (The Noble Ones) are.’” They
asked: “Who are the Akl Al-Karam, O Messenger of Allah
the Almighty 45%54}2?” He replied: “Those who establish
sessions of dhikr inside the Masayid.”

- (Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal V3, P78)
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12. It is narrated by Ibn Mas‘ad %452 that a mountain
calle another mountain by its name and says: “O so and so,
'did any such person who remembers Allah the Almighty
pass by you today?” When it says ‘yes’, the other is pleased.
Then ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad %&dls2 recited the following
Verses (in proof): ' .

' Indeed ye have put forth
- A thing most monstrous!

- At it the skies are about
T'o burst, the earth

To split asunder, and
The mountains to fall down
In utter ruin, |

~ That they attribute_ﬁd= :
- A son to The Most Gracious.
-(Al-Qur'an 19:89 - 91)

‘Abdullah bin Mas'ad 23 continued: “Once the
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mountains have heard an evil saying, they are unable to

- (Baihagi reports it in Shu‘ab Al-Iman; Tafsir Fath Al-Qadir V3,
P341; ‘Abdullah bin Mubarak's Al-Zuhd wa Al-Rigag P113)
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13. Ibn Jarir states in his Tafsi that Ibn ‘Abbas GEhE5
interpreted the following Verse: e ) {{
And neither heavén : . - - :: 0 &
Nor earth shed atear . . X
Over them (i.e. Pharoah and his army). Z
- (Al-Qur’an 44: 29) . 4 =
: He said: “When a 'Béiieve_:r. dies, the earth upon which he 1 s “
used to pray and remember Allah the Almighty mourns
~ Ibn Abi Al-Dunya relates from Abu ‘Ubaid JEaES that 4 N
~when a Believer dies, parts of the earth cry out that a .
Believer has died. Upon hearing this both the earth and the ) =
sky begin to weep. The Most Merciful asks: “Why do you
weep for my servant?” They reply: “Our Lord! Whenever he ) =
passed by us, he remembered You.” The evidence that the
mountains and the earth hear the remembrance (dhikr) can 3 Z
only be valid when dhikr is done aloud. - : 3
- (Al-Hawi k] Fatawa Il ‘Allamah Al-Suyag, P391) _
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14. Bazzar %45 and Baihaqi %475 have reported via a
sound chain of authorities from Ibn ‘Abbas &% who
- heard the Holy Prophet 5540 to have quoted Allah the
- Almighty saying: “My servant, if you remember Me in
seclusion, I will remember you in seclusion. If you mention
My Name (i.e. dhikr) in a gathering, I will mention you in a
better gathering (consisting of Angels) or even better than

- (Al-Hawi lil Fatawa kil ‘Allama Al-Suyizi, V1, P391)
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15. Baihagi %435 reports on the authority of Zaid bin \-é;\:}‘}
Aslam /2455 who relates from Ibn Al-Adra‘ JZ4l55 as %‘
saying: “I went with the Holy Prophet {5584 one night 203

when he JEZELE passed by a man in the Masjid who was
raising his voice. I said, ‘O Messenger of Alldh the Almighty
SECEEYe] Maybe he is doing this for show.” He ZE5@ELE
replied, ‘No, he is making rapturous exclamations (in
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%_\ remembrance of Allah the Almighty unaware of his Eﬁ;\r <.
7 : i e =
é‘?@\ ~surroundings). ((,g§

A

z Baiha_q% u::fidz‘;‘fg reports on the authority of ‘Agaba bin ﬁ'@'?
- ‘Amir &5 that the Messenger of Allah the Almighty ¢ :Sg
=B}

N\
AN

o
?ﬁ

7
O ~“

JEZEE said of a man known as Dhul Bajadain that he e

made plaintive cries while he was remembering Allah the Q

- Almighty (openly). _ >

 Baihaqi %% reports on the authority of Jabir bin
‘Abdulldh %55 that a man used to raise his voice in the
- remembrance of Allah the Almighty (Dhikr Allah). On
 hearing him someone said: “If only he would lower his
voice.” To this the Holy Prophet Z5Z540% said: “Leave him

~ for he makes rapturous exclamations.” |
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16. It is narrated on the authority of Shaddad bin Aws
JZAl5E who said: “We were in the presence of the Holy
Prophet ZZ5#4= when he said, ‘Raise your hands and say:
La ilaha illa Allakh!” We did this. The Holy Prophet {&52E R
prayed thus: ‘O Allah the Almighty, You have indeed sent
me with this blessed word (Kalimah), commanded me in
accordance with it, and promised me paradise on account
of it. You never break promises.” He then said, ‘Be pleased

to hear that Allah the Almighty has forgiven you all.””
- (Mustadrik of Hakim V1, P501) _
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S r 17. It is narrated on the authority of Anas JZ45 from the 'q\
7“* Holy Prophet JE584 that to Allah the Almighty belongs a A,
(C‘.‘ L (o)

@

S

wandering group of Angels who search out sessions of dhikr.
~ When they find such gatherings, they surround them with
their wings. Allah the Almighty commands them: “Shower
~ them with My mercy for they are such people in whose
_presence none can be harmed.” ¥ '
- (Bazzar, Majma*‘ Al-Zawd’id wa Manba‘ Al-Fawa’id, V10, P77)
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18. Tabarani %455 and Ibn Jarir j%§Z5 narrate on the
authority of ‘Abd Al-Rahman bin Sahl bin Hanif 2455
that these Verses were revealed to the Holy Prophet
X572 when he was in his quarters: '

And keep yourself content

With those who call

On their Lord morning

And evening, ...

- (Al-Qur’an 18:28)

The Holy Prophet JZ5E4= came out in search of these
people. He found a group of them who were busy in the
remembrance of Alldh the Almighty (Dhikr AllGh), the most
High. Among these people were those with dishevelled hair
and lean figures wearing only single garments. When he
5GENE saw them he joined them and said: “Praise be to
Allah the Almighty Who made such people among my
Ummah and commanded me to withhold myself with

them.”
-(Al-Hawi lil Farawa il ‘Allamah Al-Suyari, V1, P392)
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19. Imam Ahmad %45 states under Zuhd a narration
from Thabit &% that Salman Al-Farsi 2455 was
occupied with the remembrance of Allah the Almighty
(Dhikr Allah) with a group of people. When the Messenger
of Allah the Almighty J5Z&40 arrived, they stopped. The
Holy Prophet JZ5il= asked:“What were you reciting?”
They replied: “We were mentioning the Name of Alldh the
Almighty (i.e. doing dhikr).” The Holy Prophet J&iiE=
said: “I saw the mercy of Allah the Almighty descend upon
you and I too felt like joining you.” Then he said: “Praise be
to Allah the Almighty Who made such people among my
Ummah and commanded me to withhold myself patiently
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with them.”
-(Al-Hawi bl Farawa bl ‘Allama Al-Suyin, V1, P392)
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20. Allsbahdni M5 reports in the Targhb on the | &C )
authority of Abu Razin Al-‘Aqili JZ45Z that the Messenger 1 Kg

of Allah the Almighty 55324 said to him: “Shall I not ¢
inform you of the essential prerequisite of the Din by which [g
you will achieve the best of this World and the Next?” He @§
said: “Yes - Please do.” The Holy Prophet JEdl told &cl\"/
him: “Make incumbent upon yourself sessions of dhikr and .&\ ,,‘Xg
when you are alone even then keep your tongue moving .f""\\'u.
with Dhikr Allah.” &;@
- (Al-Hawi Il Fatawa hl ‘Allamah Al-Suyar, V1, P392) Si=
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21. It is narrated by Anas &5 that the Holy Prophet
JEZENE said: “For me to sit among those people who
remember Allah the Almighty (dhikr) from their morning
Prayer until the Sun rises is dearer to me than the whole
World upon which the Sun shines. Likewise, for me to sit
among people busy in the dhikr of Allah the Almighty from
the ‘Asr Prayer until the Sun sets is dearer to me than the
World and all that it contains.” .

It has been reported by Ibn Abi Al-Dunya &%, Al-
~ Baihaqi &4%%5 and Al-Isbahani &4
- (Suyagi, Al-Jami Al-Saghir, V2, P101)

=Ty
e .

b G LNESE G Crar’ Otad




SRS

@2‘? \‘.:ﬁ

/
3 | DA\ 0 N2
g:‘;%_k. SR N

=

A

o
)
v/
§

%
&(J\
P
o
e
.\{.;2);

N AN SIS DA

# [f=eap

=7
(43

Szl

A
VA

s
‘-

o
v

®

N
®
e
N

[\

;Zﬁjg;.w;:ﬂgt:vdj_yz B
Mg T Jppore Sillimmadl s o\l
el blie o‘w(:.ﬁ\;:m_w >
ﬁ/jq“ﬁfafﬁ,ldﬂyl?ﬁ//} el e w0 Sov
Ut o G E e fi o oG s 4 ke sl o ::1.
G frte bl coflanis oy mrr(s 5
g Tt il s A Sl ;;w:i\-,; fm NS
UU/(:"’;QJF’(Z et ?V .

M s | 7 (i o

,\“@_
N

A
N
AN

Ui

3

N
UG

N

A‘% ':".

g
G

vy
B
14\

7| Qy

A\

\Yfé‘

oo YL ade it 20\ S
7 ./_:..,.J’:/.,@Z/(Zs_»v s aJBLI s\
LA 0 e s g e s

Po il Sl

b
A o e

. A
V¢ oo | T ol mompall

G IR




7/

v

(P
S NSNS N NI NN ST
S NG RN\ o> NN OSNACN N

oo e AT ; ‘.‘-'-’.q é
Lp ‘

o

22. It is narrated on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas G4Eii®
who said: “When people had completed their prayers, it was
common for them to raise their voices in dhikr at the time of |
the Holy Prophet J&5iiJs. Ibn ‘Abbas &l said, I
would know by hearing them leave in this manner that they

235

had just completed their Prayers. :
- (Sahth Al-Bukhar, VI_,. Pl16)
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According to Imam Al-Nawawi &4355: “It is evident from

this Hadith that this practice was common among the Salaf y Z
(earlier generation). They seemed to regard open dhikr as /,’57
preferred (mustahab) before leaving after Prayers. Among \‘23\%

later generations Ibn Hazm Al-Zahiri 45 held the same

{‘h-
U\A“A,

doctrine.” e DS
- (Sahth Muslim, V1, P217) o)
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X 23. It is narrated on the authority of ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab L 3
?\ Al B that the Messenger of Allah the Almighty S50ELS N7
f,xal'\\‘ said: “Whoever enters a bazaar and says: A7

§,{§/ La iaha illa Allahu wahdahu la sharika lahu lahul mulku
?"é wa lahul hamdu yuhyvi wa yumitu wa huwa ‘ala kulli shay’in

o
i
A SV

(i'}::- Qadir. . - S
) (There is no god but Allah the Almighty, the One. He 'Q z
7 ‘has no partner. His is the Kingdom and all praise is due to %17
Him. He brings life and death and is Powerful over all *‘é

2~ | things.) |
@ Allah the Almighty records for him one million good deeds,
erases one million of his sins and raises his rank one million
times. A house is built for him in Paradise and according to
some reports Allah the Almighty calls him.” "
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- (Hakim, Mustadrik, V1, P538) _ bh
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%}tﬁ 24, It is narrated by Sa’ib SENE that the Messenger of 8‘;

P

&)
&

Allah the Almighty JE-'S‘;GW said: “Hadrat Jibra’il _EE
came to me and ordered me to tell my Companions and
anyone else in my presence to raise their voices in saying the
- Kalimah: La ilaha illa Allah or in saying the Talbiyyah:
- Labbayk! (at your service), meaning one of the two.”
. - (Sunan Abu Da’id, V1, P252) .
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25. In the Kitab Al-‘Idain Marwazi relates on the authority
of Mujahid 2455 that ‘Abdullih bin ‘Umar and Abu
Huraira ©%&{ used to enter the bazaar on the 10th Dhul
Hijjah raising their voices in Takbwr (Allahu Akbar). They
did not come for any other reason. _

It is also narrated on the authority of ‘Ubaid bin ‘Umair
JZAlsZ who said: ““Umar S84 used to recite Takbir in his
tent. The people in the Masajid would begin to say Takbir
followed by all those in the bazaar until the whole of Mina
shook with Takbwr.”

Maimoon Ibn Mahran J&455 is reported to have said: “I
found that the people would say Takbir on the 10th Dhul
Hijjah so much so that it resembled waves upon waves in

the sea.” - e
- (Al-Hawi hl Farawa Wl ‘Allamah Al-Suyar, V1, P393)
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Conclusion

~ If you concentrate on the Akadith mentioned above you will
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) G realise that dhikr done openly or in a raised voice is not at all h» '
N forbidden (mamnu®) or disapproved (makrith). There is <
clear evidence for its preference (musiahab) whether these N
Ahadith are direct (sarthan) or allusive (idtizaman) as we N
have indicated. As for countering these with Ahadith that || Srees
show preference for Dhikr Al-Khafi (Silent Dhikr), it is like > f‘.
presenting arguments by Ahkadwh in favour of silent r@-&)‘

U

recitation of the Holy Qur’an as opposed to recitation done
aloud. They draw an analogy such as the likeness of the
silent reciter of the Holy Qur’an to one giving sadagah in

secret. Imam Nawawi 245 concludes that silent dhikr is f,’q

better when there is fear of show or when it would disturb \%3
those praying or when people are asleep. Apart from that <
open dhikr is always better because in doing so it is an <::-:f€§)
effective stimulant to good deeds, other listeners benefit fQ -
from it, the reciter’s heart remains awake and he is able to E%%
concentrate more fully. His ears focus on his recitation, \: A7
drowsiness is reduced and he becomes refreshed. According 14 S

Holy Qur’an in a raised voice and others are better
(mustahab) recited silently because silent recitation tends to &S
become monotonous after which loud recitation brings SE

delight to the heart. When loud recitation tires a person, it
-

to some it is preferred (mustahab) to recite some parts of the

will be relaxing for him to recite silently. After this Imam
Nawawi &S became silent.

The same explanation is true for dhikr. It can be
concluded as such from the (various) Akadith. If you were
to argue producing the following Verse:

And do thou (O reader!)

Bring thy Lord to remembrance
In thy (very) soul,

With humility and remember

Without loudness in words, ...
-(Al-Qur’an 7:205)

Then let me tell you that this Verse has three dimensions:
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b AL T ol et 72
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e S 18 an

,_‘,-S 1. This Vers}e 1s_Mq 7 (reyea ed in Ma _‘a ) a L);W
N Verse commanding a lowering of the voice: LS
S e
’ S Neither speak thy Prayer aloud, ;g._'g
NN Nor speak it in a low tone, "%'" =
\? =Y But seek a middle course L}'@p
‘%;\’5} ‘Between. \%:%

7 - (Al-Qur’an 17:110)

TMS_Verse was revealed at a time when the Holy Prophet
JEZENE recited the Holy Qur’an aloud. When the idolators

AN

2 . NSRS
é‘t?;\\ heard him they hurled abuse at the Holy Qur’an and Allah ";&'
the Almighty Who sent it. In order to stop their behaviour o7

W e
I
)

Allah the Almighty commanded the lowering of voice in the
recitation of the Holy Qur’an. '
He also forbade Believers from hurling abuse at their

()
]
AN

A
¥
oS
‘\?
0

N
A

ONE

gﬁ;}? ' id.ols m retaliation as in the following Verse: \%:%
,,\‘ Revile not ye - )
3 Those whom they call upon %
g Besides Allah, lest
| ~ They out of S;Jite _
&2k Revile Allah XES

- In their ignorance.
~(A-Qur’an 6:108)
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- Later on this objective came to an end as conditions 3;(
improved. This is indicated by Ibn Kathir %45 in his
Tafswr -(V2, P181).
He states that the purpose of the above Verse (Al-Qur’an
6:108) is the same as for the previous one (AL

4
)
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NG

7

ooy | Qurantz110):
?"’-"y *... Neither speak thy Prayer aloud
2 - Nor speak it in a low tone

WA
)
B

But seek a middle course

2w Between.’
g‘f . Whenever the idolators heard the Holy Qur’an being recited
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they hurled abuse at it, at Allah the Almighty and His
Messenger {EEENE, so Allah the Almighty commanded the
Messenger 5E&4E to lower his voice in recitation such
that idolators would not hear, not too silently that even the
Companions could not make out what was being said but to
adopt a middle way between the two.

2. A group of exegists (Mufassiriin) including ‘Abd Al-
Rahman bin Zaid bin Aslam 245, teacher of Imam Malik
H%4*%, and Hafiz Ibn Jarir 2245 have ascribed this Verse
to a dhakir (person doing dhikr) while the Holy Qur’an is
being recited. This is because the Book of Alldh the
Almighty should be recited aloud while all others should be
subdued out of respect. This view is reinforced by the
following Verse:

When the Qur'an is read,
Listen to it with attention,
And hold your peace:

That ye may receive Mercy.
-(Al-Qur’an 7:204)

With respect to the above Verse it might appear to some
people that perhaps silence is to be adopted at all times.
This matter can be clarified thus:

Even though the command is to remain silent it is
superceded by another command calling for the constant
remembrance (dhikr) by the heart so that it is not neglected
altogether. That is why the Verse ends with: ‘And be not thou
of those who are unheedful (Al-Qur’an 7:205)".

3. Sufis tend to regard this Verse as referring specifically to
the Holy Prophet JZZEi, the Perfect Exemplar, it is not
for ordinary folk who are prone to deceptive imaginations
and bad presumptions. These people have been
commanded to recite aloud because it is an effective way of
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eliminating such thoughts. This view is justified by a Hadith
narrated by Bazzar 2&i°3 on the authority of Mu‘adh bin
Jabal &4 i

The Holy Prophet #5505 said: “When anyone among

you prays Supererogatory Prayers (nafal) at night, let him

raise his voice in recitation because Angels pray along with
him and listen to his recitation. Any believing Finn who
happen to be in the air around him or living in his vicinity
also join him in prayer and listen attentively to his
recitation. By reciting aloud he makes all the bad finn and
devils flee from his home and neighbourhood.”

If you were to argue producing the following Verse:

Call on your Lord
With humility and in private:
For God loveth not

Those who trespass beyond bounds.
-(Al-Qur’an 7:55)

And you claim that ‘the exceeding of bounds’ refers to
raised voice (Jahr) in du‘a’ (supplication) by interpretation.
In response to this let me inform you that there are two
sides to it: '

(1) The more acceptable (rajih) tafsir (interpretation) of this
Verse is that it refers to that du‘a’ (supplication) in which
the original wording is exceeded by the one praying. Or it is
that du‘a’ which has been invented having no basis in the

Shari‘ah. This interpretation is supported by a Hadith

mentioned by Ibn Majah &% and Hakim %4 in his
Mustadrik. Tt is narrated by Abu Ni‘ama J&iE and
classified as Sahih (Sound). The Hadith is as follows:
‘Abdullah bin Ma‘qal JE355 heard his son praying thus:
«O Allah the Almighty! I ask for a white palace on the right
side of Heaven.” Upon hearing this he said: “I have heard
the Holy Prophet J50E4) saying: “There will (soon) come

———
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f a time when some people among my Ummak will begin to

exceed bounds in prayer.’ This interpretation is of a
Companion of mine. He knew best as to its meaning.”

(2) Even if the argument were to be accepted it still only
refers to supplication (du‘@’) and not to dhikr. A du‘a’ by its
very implication is better said by lowering the voice. This
way it comes nearer to being accepted. This is suggested by
the following Verse which refers to Zakariyya SEUE :

Behold! he cried

To his Lord in secret.
-(Al-Qur’an 19:3)

It is precisely for this reason that Isti‘adha (Seeking of
Protection) said at start of Prayer is better (Mustahab)
recited in a low voice during Prayer (Salah) because it
happens to be a du ‘@’ (supplication).

If you were to argue on the basis of the following Hadith:
It is narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad %435 that he saw
some people in the Masjid reciting the Kalimah: La ildha illa
Allah aloud in dhikr. On hearing this he said to them: I see
you to be innovators.” And he sent them out of the Masjid.
In response to this let me tell you that this alleged saying of
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘Gd 2245 needs a clear Isnad (chain of
authorities). Who are the Imams (Leaders) and Qur’anic
scholars who have, after all, mentioned this Hadith? Do we
find it in any of their books? Even if this argument could be
justified, it would still go against many other Hadih
contrary to it. When there is opposition these Ahadith will
take priority.

. I will produce here a saying of ‘Abdullih bin Mas‘ad
V452 reported by Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal %% in his
Kitab Al-Zuhd. It contradicts the argument put forward. He
says: “Muhammad heard from Mas‘adi who heard it from
‘Amir bin Shaqiq that Abi Wa’il 255 said: “There are
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people who think that ‘Abdulldh had forbidden dhikr. Let
me tell them that whenever I was fortunate to sit with him I
always heard him do dhikr.””

Imam Ahmad %475 reports in his Zuhd that Thabit
Banooni &4:% said: “Those who remember Allah the
Almighty (AAl Al-Dhikr) sit among those who are doing
dhikr. Their sins are equivalent to the weight of mountains

when they arrive but when they leave having done dhikr, not

a single sin remains on them.”
- (Al-Hawi il Fatawa bl ‘Allamah Al-Suyigi, V1, PP389-394)
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LNt is Dar-ul~Eshsan>7

Dar-ul-Ehsan, literally meaning ‘the House of Blessing), is a voluntary
Islamic Institute situated in the district of Faisalabad, Pakistan. It has been
defined as ‘an abode of benefactors who worship Allah the Almighty as if
they are seeing Him. If it is not the case, it (certainly) is true that He is
seeing them’.

The Institute is busy fulfilling its aim of translating the sacred work of
Da’wah-o-Tableegh-al-Islam (Invitation to and spread of Islam) in many and
various ways. Here it is humbly desired to demonstrate practically the
teaching of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah (Tradition) of the Prophet
Muhammad JX5Z84)]% , the fountain-head of Islam.

People throughout the world from all walks of life, those who practise a
little to those who practise their religion profusely, visit the Institute. In this
way they satisfy their religious aspirations.

Sittings of incessant DA:k’r (remembrance of Allah the Almighty) are
held, missionary parties of those with religious and spiritual zeal are sent to
all parts, a spacious mosque and a repository for the worn out copies of the
Holy Qur’an have been built, a school for destitutes and orphans and a well-
staffed hospital have been established, administering their services free of
charge.

Abu Anees Muhammad Barkar Ali, a retired army officer, the founder
and chief organiser of the Dar-ul-Ehsan, has written, published and
distributed free of charge much literature on Islam in Urdu. This is now
being translated in part in Arabic, Persian and English. Kitab-ul-Amal brs-
Sunnah, Al-Ma’roof “Tarteeb Sharif’ (Holy Succession), Makshoofat-¢-
Manazal-e-Ehsan (Manifestations of the Stages of Blessing) and Asma-un-Nabi
al-Karim (The Bounteous Names of the Prophet X535iJz) are three
voluminous works of unique religious importance. A monthly magazine,
The Dar-ul-Ehsan, is published for the benefit of the Muslim Community.
It includes research articles, translations and commentaries on the Holy
Quran and the Hadeeth, medical cures prescribed by the Prophet
Muhammad 2E55%48J% and Abu Anees Muhammad Barkat Ali’s own
words of guidance and insight.

—Muhammad Igbal
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